HALIFAX

P.O. Box 1749
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3A5 Canada
Iitem No.
North West Community Council
November 17, 2014
TO: Chair and Members of North West Community Council
Original signed
SUBMITTED BY: B i
Brad Anguish, Director, Parks & Recreation
DATE: November 4, 2014
SUBJECT: Jack Lake, Marsh Lake Sandy Lake Park Proposal
INFORMATION REPORT

ORIGIN

MOVED by Councillor Outhit, seconded by Councillor Whitman that North West Community
Council request a staff report in response to the Sandy Lake Park petition that was received on
September 15, 2014 and include an update on all previous studies in the area.

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY

Halifax Charter: Part VIll, Planning & Development
61 (1) The Municipality may acquire and own property granted or conveyed to the Municipality
either absolutely or in trust for a public or charitable purpose.

Halifax Regional Plan;
Pg 28; HRM intends to create additional Regional Parks at various locations throughout HRM including
the Blue Mountain - Birch Cove Lakes, Feely Lake, Jacks Lake, Second Lake, and Porters Lake.

Policy E-12 - HRM shall prepare a Greenbelting and Public Open Space Priorities Plan to protect and
preserve connectivity between natural areas and open space land, to enable their integration into
sustainable community design, to help define communities, to benefit the municipality's economy and
physical health of its people and to reflect and support the overall purposes of this plan.



Public Water Access to Wrights Lake
North West Community Council -2- November 17, 2014

BACKGROUND

The petition and accompanying letter from the Sandy Lake Conservation Association (SLCA) requests
the Municipality to consider expanding the park lands at Sandy, Marsh and Jack Lake to create an
enlarged park/wildemess area within the Sackville River Watershed.

The Regional Plan calls for the development of a Regional Park at Jacks Lake. The park would be based
on the 1000 acres that HRM currently has assembled around Jack, Marsh and Sandy Lake.

The Regional Plan also calls for a Greenbelting and Open Space Plan which will, among other objectives,
examine requirements for public open space and the protection of key wildlife and environmental
corridors within the municipality.

A watershed study for the Sandy Lake area was initiated by Regional Council. The study has been
drafted and has been reviewed by the Regional Watershed Advisory Board. It is expected to be brought
forward to North West Community Council in the coming months.

DISCUSSION

As per Council's direction under the approved Regional Plan Five Year Review, staff is currently
undertaking the Greenbelting and Open Space Plan. The results, if approved by Regional Council, will
guide the municipality as to the direction for the parks and open space system though development
regulations, land acquisitions and park development. The Sackville River corridor, which includes the
Sandy Lake/Jack Lake/Marsh Lake regional park lands, has been identified as one of several major
corridors for examination within that exercise. The possibility may exist to create a recreation and
environmental linkage from Bedford Basin to the Pockwork Watershed. Jacks Lake Regional Park is a
key element along the potential corridor. Therefore, the request by the SLCA to initiate exploration of the
ideas contained in the petition is already underway. The completed plan will be subject to the approval of
Regional Council.

As the McCabe Lake area is currently an active rural development area with a number of pre-regional
plan development approvals, staff will also be continuing to acquire high value lands in this area through
the development process. These will be aimed at contributing to Council's open space objectives of
recreation service provision, protection of valued cultural/natural heritage assets and shaping and
connecting communities.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no financial implications at this time related to this petition. The Greenbelting and Open Space
Plan is being conducted through capital funding approved by Regional Council as part of the 14/15
Capital budget under account CDG01283.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The Greenbelting and Open Space Plan affords the general public and stakeholders the opportunity to be
part of the process through public meetings, submissions and focus groups. The letter from the Sandy
Lake Conservation Association which accompanied the petition offers to share their thinking on the
matter. Staff will ensure that the SLCA will have an opportunity along with other stakeholders to generally
engage on the broad matters pertaining to the open space plan but also on this particular corridor early
on in the process.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

The Greenbelting and Open Space Plan is aimed at contributing to Regional Council’s environmental
protection objectives.



Public Water Access to Wrights Lake
North West Community Council -3- November 17, 2014

ALTE ES

None

ATTACH
Attachment 1 — General Map of Sandy Lake area with HRM holdings indicated.

A copy of this report can be obtained onfine at http://www.halifax.ca/commcoun/index.php then choose the
appropriate Community Council and meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490-4210, or
Fax 490-4208.

Report Prepared by: Peter Bigelow, Manager, Parks Pianning, 802-480-6047







Sandy Lake Conservation Association

September 6, 2014

Halifax Regional Council
c/o Tim Outhit

PO Box 1749

Halifax, NS

B3J3AS5

re: Jack Lake, Marsh Lake, Sandy Lake Park Proposal

Dear Council Members

We are submitting this letter and the attached petition on behalf of your concerned citizens.
We trust that you will see, as we all do, the importance and long term benefits of this
proposal. We look forward to your consideration of this proposal.

Synopsis:

Jack Lake, Marsh Lake and Sandy Lake are part of the Sackville River Watershed. All
three lakes have some level of protection. Jack Lake exists within a regional park zone.
One shore of Marsh Lake has a municipal park designation. Sandy Lake is touched by
three municipal park lands including the Bedford Lions Sandy Lake Park which has an
HRM supervised beach and a popular off leash dog area. Of the three lakes, Sandy Lake is
the only one with public access.

The Sandy Lake Conservation Association (http://sandylake.org/), SLCA, is proposing that
HRM expand the park lands surrounding Marsh Lake and Sandy Lake, and thus create an
enlarged park/wilderness area (Jack Lake, Marsh Lake, Sandy Lake) within the Sackville
River Watershed. Such an undertaking will improve access to park lands for current
residents of HRM, and ensure these lands are available for enjoyment by future
generations.




Background:

Jack Lake, Marsh Lake and Sandy Lake have been the subject of many past initiatives to
createparksthlunHahfaxCounty the Town of Bedford, and more recently the Halifax
Regional Municipality.

Sandy Lake has been subject to development pressure for many years beginning with the
adjacent development of Farmers Dairy. Development pressure continued in the summer
of 2013, when a large parcel of land owned by a private developer at the west end of the
lake was clear cut. This action surprised members of the Sandy Lake Conservation
Association as it was previously understood that said lands were part of a park proposal.

As Sandy Lake is a major water body within the Sackville River Watershed, its health is
vital to the ecology of the area. Like most urban lakes, anthropogenic (human) activity
impact water quality negatively. Sandy Lake is no different, with the tropic status trending
towards worsening water quality. Development pressure is placing the lake and associated
wildlife further at risk of accelerating the current negative trend. It is imperative that
environmental stewardship is championed to slow and possibly reverse this trend.

Benefits:

An expanded Jack Lake, Marsh Lake, Sandy Lake Park will deliver many benefits. We
believe the key ones are as follows:

e Legacy: An expanded park would protect the fragile ecosystem of Sandy Lake and
Marsh Lake, and would ensure future generations have access to a wilderness oasis
within HRM. Park planning would ensure that current mixed use (in particular ATV
use) would be accommodated in a controlled manner, and that fragile ecosystems
would not be damaged.

o Access: Jack Lake and Marsh Lake are surrounded by woodland, with limited access
for recreational purposes. Sandy Lake has some access through the Bedford Lions
Sandy Lake Park. An expanded park presents opportunities for new access points to
be developed, improving the recreational infrastructure for the growing populations
in Sackville, Bedford, Hammonds Plains, and Kingswood.

o Healthy Living: An expanded park presents opportunities to develop an active trail
corridor from Sackville through Bedford and Hammonds Plains, and linking up the
trail developments at Kearney Lake.



Support:

The Jack Lake, Marsh Lake, Sandy Lake Park Proposal is supported by a broad cross
section of residents, as indicated in the attached signed petition.

Next Steps:

The SLCA has developed detailed thinking regarding this proposal which we are happy to
share. We are hopeful that HRM will allocate the funds to review our proposal in detail.

We believe that ongoing development pressure in the Sandy Lake area makes this an urgent
matter.

Mike Crosby
On Behalf of the Sandy Lake Conservation Association



Petition Information
The following information outlines the purpose of the petition.

Title:
Sandy Lake Regional Park

Purpose:

The goal is to develop and expand the Jack Lake Park to
encompass the area that includes Sandy Lake as part of

a larger park area in a sustainable manner which will
conserve the watershed, maintain the natural ecosystems
and provide natural recreational opportunities for residents
of HRM.

Remedy Sought:
The goal is to have HRM fund the study, development and

expansion of the existing Sandy Lake Park with and for
the community.

Start Date:

As soon as the study is approved and authorized.

Organizer Information
Information that uniquely identifies the petition organizer(s).

Fufl Namefs): Mike Crosby (on behalf of Sandy Lake Conservation Assoc.)

Clvic Add N
ressiesk: 107 Farmers Dairy Lane

Bedford, NS B4B 2C9

Phone or Emaik MikeCrosby@eastlink.ca
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A petition is deemed to be public information including the names and addresses of those signing.
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A petition is deemed to be public information including the names and addresses of those signing.
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A petition is deemed to be public information including the names and addresses of those signing.
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l::ng'.ﬁ}ture 7

OQ\“/,\_ M N['_L:w\

WA spmbc&»\wﬂ 2\

P

(fwur,u \hﬂhﬁ-ﬂ

Hu\mv\ U0 ) (A

7

| C"K i) 6q_j-da

| 6572 Borlu 4 , Ml

%{b ,é,g,,f—vf'
Z—

Brovs Gellpad N celes

4l Sadh st Hzl Ec\x

ﬂw Sl Lpils

n o A

5 j:\,«w) Q—v"’ﬁ Ly %c

A Tl carre e

20\6 G_\\MC{ L‘—c B

(v)\-"\ N\/\ Mxﬂ s T | v@/fr\n o &4 (\’\YQ"\/\
Mgz M cTexe L NMvis, uvfgg%g %%
70

(Cut

2] k.earrw.\ \axe vd

mq_wnm‘:u N g

B oy Guegocy

Piieet Aowen X 1 Loluallong. Wele ( SO
el (o 2 Mg sl [ | Jé/ At
Poaoan et (510l SE |z 7 |
[ldtam, Sheery U Goe Huy Yy Shy—
AV /l g%’c# / /M -
ool

CUll Soudis Y F

:rcm H(‘)u_ ro.bL

9~1 GAIJ«I'\ SL

Fi
A /4-"'»'3»%\ »

Eric Bowm ks Z{{_/_wmyr/ (Lt Lomg
Saralh oo [223 punebd Digly | £l conkhs
ml\\ BJN&\H Z07. Short. Q¢
Riocg Loesdee. Ko Slene R \
Dhcnno Fredduriks | 20 Morsld L., et ik W/é
ﬁlc«ire Maunwin: de SY A lleda\e  Cres . %///L._/ éZL,
Emmea Kmlw ] Knleq lorm Rl | Smma %([nﬂcéi
"7/4,4/(% Cr(@&ev QIS lj\(fana Qi / ,{ A
fjmm @e,e,veﬁ 307 Doees (oroee M}-—




A petition is deemed to be public information including the names and addresses of those signing. l
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Petition | SandyLake Conservation Association

Latest Signatures .
31 David Deveau Aug 25,2014 0 ne— / ne
30 Vince MacNll Aug 24,2014 -
29 Joyce MacDonald Auz 24,2014 /> e’h ﬁ on
28 SeanHowes  mig24,2014 St\? nafaves
27  Paul Lindgreen Aug 24,2014
26  Michele Raymond  Augite.2014
25 Josh Snow Aug 01, 2014
3 24  Paul Routhier Jul 29, 2014
23 Greg Taylor Jul 28, 2014
22  Jennifer Georgeff Jul 18,2014
21  Elizabeth Foy Jul 16, 2014
20  Stephen Caines ) Jul 16, 2014
19  Melissa Kelly Jul 15,2014
18 Pete Hodges Jul 11,2014
17 trwinBarrett  Jul08,2014
16 Joseph Kerekes o Jul03,2014
16  Richard Peckham Jul 03, 2014
) 14 R Dave-s~p—encer Jul 03, 2014
13 LynnLindeljer Jul02,2014
"12 Marilyn Anne Challis Jun 28, 2014
11 Ron Gallant Jun 27,2014 B
10 FrankWormald Jun 27,2014
"9 Chris Manuel T aun27,2014 o
8 Hsle Roberts Jun 27, 2014
7 Keith Roberts Jun 27, 2014
"6 JeanWatson Jun27,2014
5 Georgina Chambers Jun 26,2014
A—torepRobiscon————""Jup 20U = ¢ .
L BmcaSay  dudeaed & sipned handeples
2 EdGlover Jun 26,2014
1 GraemeVanLeer Jun 26,2014

http-/fsandylake.orgfpetition/
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