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Why Expand Sandy Lake-Sackville River Regional Park by 1800 Acres? 
January 2022 
 
The SLCA, SRA, and 29 Coalition organizations believe that Sandy Lake-Sackville River Regional Park 
area needs 1800 more acres protected because:  

 
- Sandy Lake and the Sackville River area are under intense development pressure.  The situation 

has become “now or never”.   
About 1000 acres on the watershed are at immediate risk. A developer controlling 656.68 acres 
east of Kingswood North, and west of Sandy and Marsh Lakes, has applied for development in the 
2020 Regional Plan review process, and according to the Regional Plan is next in line. Another 
owning 390 acres west of Marsh Lake has applied in the RP review to have their lands considered 
for development. Another owns 15 acres of prime lakefront on the Hammonds Plains Road (PID 
40098097, with no development application made yet. Acquiring this property would protect the 
natural quality of the entire lake from housing and possible motor boat launches, but would also 
provide ideal access to the park for the nearby schools.) 
 
- Sandy Lake, Marsh Lake, and most of the Jack Lake lands are part of the Sackville River 

Watershed. The proposed expanded park area is still seen by biologists as one complete 
ecological unit since identified by scientists in 1971 as “unique in the Halifax Dartmouth area or 
important on a regional or provincial scale."  
Dean’s report, Natural Environment Survey, classified Sandy Lake and Marsh Lake as Category 
1: “…consists of natural assets that are unique in the Halifax-Dartmouth area or important on a 
regional or provincial scale. This category includes important wildlife habitats and ecologically 
rich or fragile areas.” The Sackville River as a Category 4 area “of high recreational or 
environmental value.” p.6. 

“Since this lake and its surroundings comprise one of the finest landscape units in the metro area, 
a large parcel of land has been suggested to protect the lake from adverse development and so 
that public access and use may be assured. This lake was designated Class 3 for recreation in the 
Canada Land Inventory Recreation Capability Survey and as such received the highest rating of 
any inland site around the metro area.” P. 49. 

“This area should be reserved immediately for public use before it is irreparably damaged by 
adverse developments … Since the land need not be developed (for park) immediately, 
considerable flexibility is available in bargaining with owners. It should be emphasised that this 
is a prime park land – nature reserve site in an excellent landscape setting.” P. 50. 
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- Extensive biological studies conducted in recent years along with a park boundary study 
prepared by a professional park planner indicate the assets identified in 1971 remain intact and 
the park boundary must include significant parts of the watershed in order for the existing park 
assets to continue. 

 
- Limited development around Sandy Lake has preserved for many decades the beautiful old 

growth Acadian Forest and view planes, and thus these lands are still uniquely worth acquiring. 
 

- Diverse wildlife live in the waters and around the lakes, including nesting Osprey and Barred 
owls, loon families, barn swallows, wood turtles, deer, ermine, mink, beaver and endangered 
flora including the wavy leaved aster (Symphyotrichum) and the Greenland stitchwort 
(Minuartia groenlandica), Orchids and ladyslippers. There are snapping turtle and painted turtle 
nesting areas, and many varieties of fish, including both wild Atlantic Salmon and speckled sea 
trout in Sandy Lake. At least fifteen Species At Risk and 11 habitats have been identified 
recently. 
 

- The area contains both smaller actively-used wildlife corridors and larger essential links between 
the mainland and the Chebucto Peninsula, as identified in the HGNP and further clarified in 
biologists ground-level studies as well as in the WILDLIFE CORRIDOR LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
CHARRETTE of March 2021. 

 
- The Halifax Green Network Plan identifies the Sackville River and its watershed as one of only 

five major water corridors in all of HRM.  
 

- Increasing the park size would protect much of the Sackville River flood plain and reduce risk of 
flooding in Bedford through the retention of naturalized areas, groundwater recharge, and 
wetland protection. 
 

- The Sackville River Conservation Corridor was identified in the Halifax Active Transportation Plan 
as a priority link to connect Fort Sackville, Bedford, along the Sackville River Valley to Uniacke 
House in Mount Uniacke and connecting to Hammonds Plains and the Regional Park.  

 
- Marsh Lake is biologically the most important water body in the Sandy Lake sub watershed, and 

enlarging the park to protect its watershed and that of Sandy Lake will protect Marsh Lake’s 
future. In 2021, Marsh Lake was designated a Treasured Wetland by Ducks Unlimited, NS 
Departments of Lands and Forestry and Environment and Climate Change. 
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- Lions Club Beach, already within the park boundary, will be enhanced by the park expansion by 
maintaining water quality and view plains. The development proposed for the west side of the 
lake includes a drumlin (hill) that if built upon would ruin the lake’s forested view plane from 
everywhere on the shore of the larger part of Sandy Lake, and notably, is directly visible across 
the lake from the Lions Club Beach. 

 
- Sandy Lake does not yet suffer from closures of the swimming areas from algal blooms. 

However, private scientists are monitoring the water quality closely as there have been close 
calls since human activity such as the clear-cut of 2013 clearly altered the lake’s water quality.  
 

- Sandy Lake is a known source of drinking water for local residents. Increasing the park by 
protecting more watershed would help to maintain water quality for wildlife and humans alike. 
 

- The 2016 Bedford Land Use Bylaw identifies multiple archaeological locations within the 
expanded footprint of the park, and these must be acquired and protected.  
 

- There is an ongoing Nature Deficit among children. With so many schools nearby, this park is an 
ideal area for increased exposure to nature. “In the case of schools such a location would 
facilitate outdoor science and field trips.” P.23 Dean Report 

 
- Sackville, Hammonds Plains, Kingswood, Bedford, and all of Halifax would benefit from such a 

park bordering each of them. The expanded park will allow for easier access to the park from all 
sides.  
 

- Increasing the park size will benefit tourism in Hammonds Plains, Bedford, Sackville, and the 
municipality in general.  
 

 
Specifically acquiring the 680 acres controlled by Clayton west of Sandy Lake is important 
because it: 

 Will protect the 3 tributaries to Sandy Lake which cross that land 
 Will leave acres of important drumlins undisturbed (see HRM’s watershed study)  
 Will help maintain the water quality of Sandy Lake and water bodies 

downstream 
 Will provide connectivity to the recently acquired 160 acres beside Marsh Lake 
 Will add to the Green Network Plan’s goals listed below  
 Will provide access to the lakes and the regional park from the west, including 

the 10,000 people from Bedford West and CP Allen High School 
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                     *                  *                    * 
 

From the Halifax Green Network Plan, protecting the requested lands around Sandy/ 
Marsh/Jack Lakes and the Sackville River will meet these listed objectives: 

 
• To maintain existing landscape patterns, including large natural vegetation patches, 

well-vegetated riparian areas, regional corridors and habitat stepping stones  
• To minimize conflicts between wildlife and human uses of open space  
• To sustain habitats for rare species and at-risk species 
• To reconnect landscapes fragmented by development by identifying and maintaining 

the remaining green corridors and open space links and also by filling in critical gaps 
through remediation measures, if necessary 

• To preserve large vegetated patches from development encroachment, including 
remnant patches where continuous corridors no longer exist  

• To maintain important habitat connections  
• To facilitate wildlife movement throughout the region  
• To ensure HRM has a healthy and abundant forest 
• To protect the quality and quantity of HRM’s drinking water supply and quality  
• To preserve lake water quality for recreational activity 
• To tailor riparian buffer setbacks to local conditions (wildlife corridors, headwater areas, 

slopes, ecological features etc.) based on their function, vulnerability, and importance to 
restore connectivity by strategically reclaiming disturbed riparian areas and managing 
these areas as open spaces 

• To maintain the functional value of wetlands using the management principles of 
avoidance, minimization and replacement 

• To protect riparian areas and their ecological function from land loss, nutrient loading, 
harm to plant and animal life, and other threats.   

 
Re: personal communication, March, 2016, O2 public meeting to unveil Green Network study:  Halifax 
parks staff showed SLCA on map 23 that Sandy Lake has a high value now as one of few natural links 
for connectivity for the Chebucto Peninsula to the rest of NS, in particular to the Pockwock region. Staff 
said connectivity of the Chebucto Peninsula is a priority in the Green Network plan. 
 
The Sandy, Marsh, Jack lakes and Sackville River were identified in the Green Network Plan as a “Major 
Open Space Opportunity”.  
 
 
 * * * 
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From the August 2015 staff report, Off-site Parkland Dedication Request – Marsh Lake Lands, 
Bedford : 

“Staff has been assembling lands at Marsh Lake since 1999, first following direction set out in the 
former Town of Bedford's MPS policy and then in the 2006 Regional Plan. If these lands were 
currently available for sale on the open market, staff would be recommending to Regional Council, 
independent of this request, that they be purchased using the funding from the Park Land Reserve 
account. 
…Conclusion 
In keeping with the policies of the Regional Plan, the Marsh Lake lands are highly desired for 
regional park purposes. 
…COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
At the September 15, 2014 meeting of North West Community Council, a petition was received 
from the Sandy Lake Conservation Association supporting that the Municipality expand the park 
lands surrounding Marsh Lake and Sandy Lake to create a regional park and wilderness area. 
Staff responded with an Information Report to Community Council indicating that planning and 
land acquisitions for the Regional Park were continuing.” 

 
“The subject lands at Marsh Lake are immediately adjacent to municipal lands being assembled 
for Jacks Lake Regional Park. The Jacks Lake Regional Park is identified in the Halifax Regional 
Plan as one of six (6) regional parks to be created over the life of the plan. The park's focus is to: 

 
1) provide a Regional Near Urban Wilderness Park adjacent to the Bedford /Sackville Area; 
2) protect representational Acadian Inland forest habitats; 
3) provide water quality protection of Sandy Lake, Jacks Lake and Marsh Lake; 
4) provide access to and protect the ecology of the Sackville River; and 
5) provide continuity of a wilderness corridor along the Sackville River stretching from the 

102 highway at Bedford to the Pockwock Municipal Watershed. 
 

Staff have conducted field work on the Armco Marsh Lake lands and assessed them in terms of the 
above objectives. The Armco lands: 

 
• add 160 acres of desirable forested recreation lands to the Jacks Lake Regional Park land 

assembly. The lands help create a loop trail around Marsh Lake and have the potential to 
provide low impact access to undeveloped sections of the Sackville River with desirable 
aesthetic value;  

• host a variety of successional Acadian forest types including complexes and ages which 
are near to being classed as rare old growth forest as well as former industrial forest; 

• offer a buffer to Marsh Lake from future development, helping to protect water quality and 
habitat within the Sackville River watershed; 
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• extend from Marsh Lake to the banks of the Sackville River and add another ½ km of 
shoreline protection for the watercourse; 

• protect habitat presently functioning as an un-official wildlife corridor extending from the 
Bicentennial Highway at Bedford along the Sackville River to Hants County. This 
corridor’s viability is presently ensured by public ownership of the lands associated with 
Jacks Lake Regional Park, the Dept, of National Defence Rifle Range, the former Sackville 
Landfill and the Pockwock/Tomahawk Watershed lands. The Halifax Green Network Plan, 
currently underway, will be recommending that this corridor be one of several key 
wilderness corridors penetrating into the urban area to be incorporated into land use and 
park planning. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
This land will serve as a positive move to protect and preserve high value ecological lands 
associated with the Sackville River Corridor.” 

 
We are told by people close to the drafting of the 2015 Conceptual Map (from the August 2015 staff 
report, Off-site Parkland Dedication Request – Marsh Lake Lands, Bedford) that the city’s rationale for 
acquiring the 160 acres, which is contained in that 2015 report, can be applied directly to the 
importance of acquiring the rest of the lands west of the lakes now. Those lands are critical to the 
health of the watershed and were part of the 1971 and 1979 concepts, with land all around Sandy 
and Marsh Lakes being within the park or as important buffering areas.   


